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1 . H This communication is responsive to amendment nn m/a/m 

2. E The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-59 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 05 March 200? are accepted by the Examiner 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
s)U All b)DSome* c)DNone of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U s r s 1 io/*\ « n * • ■ , 

reference was induded in the firs, sentence of the^S^ 
(a) U The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 
b. U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U «; r ss 1™ o„H/«r in ■ 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an a£E 2£ .Sheet 37 § CFR 1 78 ^ ' referenCe W3S inc,Uded 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted 

(a) □ ,ncluding changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Art Unit: 2829 39 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 1-19, 21-27, 29-32, 34-39 and 52-59 are directed to an allowable 
process. Pursuant to the procedures set forth in the Official Gazette notice dated March 
26, 1 996 (1 1 84 O.G. 86), claims 20, 28, 33 and 40-51 , directed to a species of the 
process, previously withdrawn from consideration as a result of a restriction 
requirement, are now subject to being rejoined. Claims 20, 28, 33 and 40-51 hereby 
rejoined and fully examined for patentability under 37 CFR 1 .104. 

Since all claims previously withdrawn from consideration under 37 CFR 1.142 
have been rejoined, the restriction requirement made in Paper No. 5 is hereby 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Applicant's arguments overcome rejections. Rejections withdrawn. 

The enablement rejection to Claims 2, 1 6-1 8, 21 . 24-27, 29-32, 34-39 and 53-59 
are withdrawn. Claims 2, 16-18, 21 . 24-27, 29-32, 34-39 and 53-59 do provide a 
teaching for a complexing agent and oxidizer. In this instant case, the halogenide is the 
complexing agent and 03 is the oxidizer. Applicant's admission that Saito (6,144,871) 
teaches wet etching of Pt supports this argument. 

Specification 

Objections withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
Applicant's arguments found persuasive. Rejections withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 1-59 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Takeshi (JP 
08-153707) teaches dry etching of Ru with a halogenide and ozone. Following dry 
etching, Takeshi teaches cleaning and steaming after dry etching. Wet cleaning after 
dry etching does not necessarily teach wet etching metal when only a halogen residue 
is left on the face of the electrode. There is no sufficient teaching in prior art of wet 

etching a noble metal with a halogenide, ozone, and water ambient. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

ho Hi J\ n V^t*!? 3 96neral nature or relatin 9 t0 tne statu s of this application should 
MPEP 20 e 3.08 P ReC6pti0nist whose tele P h ° n e "umber is (70^S^7s2b 

♦« . • tT nqu, u ry concernin 9 this -communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Lisa Kilday whose telephone number is (703) 306-5728. If atU^^££ e 
exammer by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supeS Um^dCu^o 

bTfacs ^^S^ StrUCt ' 0nS re9arding P ™ es used >" ~ ng responses 
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